Recreation

Back Country Byways

hether you are an outdoor enthusiast, a history buff, or merely want to

enjoy a relaxing drive in the country, the Pacific Northwest’s collection of

All-American Roads, National and State Scenic Byways, and Back Country
Byways offered by the BLM and its partners will take you there. Back Country Byways
showcase the variety and richness of the BLM’s public lands off-the-beaten track.
Most of the Byways are either paved or graded gravel and dirt roads, passable in
ordinary passenger cars. Others are safely driven only in a high-clearance trucks or
4-wheel drive vehicles. Please visit the Oregon and Washington BLM’s recreation
website to learn more about Back Country Byways before you visit one of these areas:
www.bIm.gov/or/resources/recreation/byways.php

District Byway Miles Road Types
Burns Steens Mountain (1) 66 Gravel
Burns Diamond Loop (2) 75 Paved
Burns/Lakeview Lakeview to Steens @ 91 Paved/Gravel
Lakeview Christmas Valley @) 102 Paved/Gravel
Medford Grave Creek to Marial @ 33 Paved/Gravel/Dirt
Medford Galice-Hellgate (6) 39 Paved
Prineville Lower Deschutes River @ 36 Paved/Gravel
Prineville Lower Crooked River 43 Paved/Gravel
Prineville South Fork John Day River (9) 50 Paved/Gravel
Roseburg Cow Creek Road @ 45 Paved
Salem Nestucca River @ 55 Paved/Gravel
Salem Quartzville Road (2 50 Paved/Gravel
Salem South Fork Alsea River @ 11 Paved/Gravel
Vale Snake River/Mormon Basin 130 Paved/Gravel/Dirt
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Wild & Scenic River System

he Oregon and Washington BLM is responsible for managing portions of 23
of BLM’s 38 wild and scenic rivers for a combined total of over 800 of BLM’s
roughly 2,000 miles. Wild and scenic rivers are designated under the authority
of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 to protect outstanding scenic, recreational,
geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, cultural, or other values and to preserve the river

in its free-flowing condition.

River District | Total Miles Wild Scenic Recreational
Clackamas Salem .5 — — 0.5
Crooked/Chimney Rock | Prineville 17.8 — — 17.8
Deschutes Prineville 120.0 — 20.0 100.0
Donner und Blizten Burns 87.5 87.5 — —
Elkhorn Creek Vale 3.0 2.4 0.6 —
Grand Ronde Vale 24.9 9.0 — 15.9
John Day (Main Stem) | Prineville 147.5 — — 147.5
North Fork Crooked Prineville 18.8 11.9 2.2 4.7
North Fork Owyhee Vale 9.6 9.6 — —
North Umpqua Roseburg 8.4 — — 8.4
Owyhee Vale 120.0 120.0 — —
Powder Vale 11.7 — 11.7 —
Quartzville Creek Salem 9.7 — — 9.7
Rogue Medford 47.0 20.6 — 26.4
Salmon Salem 8.0 — 4.8 3.2
Sandy Salem 12.5 — 3.8 8.7
South Fork John Day Prineville 47.0 — — 47.0
Upper Klamath Lakeview 11.0 11.0 — —
Wallowa Vale 10.0 — — 10.0
West Little Owyhee Vale 57.6 57.6 — —
White Prineville 24.7 — 17.8 6.9
Wildhorse & Kiger Burns 13.9 13.9 — —
Total 811.1 343.5 60.9 406.7
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Minerals and Energy

he BLM is responsible for administering minerals management laws on
all Federal lands as well as on other lands where mineral rights have been
retained by the United States Government. The BLM also assists the
Bureau of Indian Affairs in oversight of mineral activities on Indian lands. The
BLM conducts oil and gas and geothermal lease sales in addition to issuing fluid,
coal, and solid minerals leases and permits to drill. The BLM also issues rights-

of-way for wind energy projects and transmission lines crossing Federal lands in
Oregon and Washington. No applications for rights-of-way for solar energy have
been received in Oregon and Washington to date. Further, the BLM regulates
exploration and production, maintains records of mining claims, and administers
sales of common minerals. Operators’ plans are reviewed to ensure conservation
of mineral resources and protection of other resource values. Operations and
rehabilitation of mined and drilled areas are monitored.

The BLM minerals and energy resource management programs are responsible for
approximately 56 million acres of Federal minerals in both states. Currently, there
are more than 600 Federal oil and gas leases encompassing nearly 900,000 acres in
Washington and Oregon. From 2006 through 2008, oil and gas lease sales generated
over $6 million in bonus bids and first year rentals.

2008 BLM Facts



